The increased focus on theory in IS has produced a new challenge for the field. An overabundance of theory characterized by multiple theory variants, theories of narrow phenomena, overlapping theory and "theory for theories sake" calls for metaanalytic approaches to theory to enable development and integration. For example, in behavioral medicine, Davis et al. (2014) identified 82 theories of behavioral intervention that may provide a framework or ontology to organize or integrate theories. In IS, which is also concerned with human and organizational behavior, there is an increasing to make sense of the plethora of theories being developed. These will provide IS research a better understanding of the philosophical commitments represented in their use.
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Four papers were accepted for presentation in 2016 and an expert discussion was scheduled, resulting in two sessions.
In "Crafting Theory to Satisfy the Requirements of Systems Science," Allen Lee and Dionysios Demetis note the absence of systems science from information systems research, and illustrate that a rigorous conception of systems may be used to derive requirements for systems science theory. The paper enriches the available approaches to theorizing about systems.
In "Analyzing the Concept of Affordances in Information Systems," Karen Stendal, Devinder Thapa, and Arto Lanamäki examine the concept of affordance. As the affordance concept has become more frequently used in many IS domains, a nuanced view, especially whether they are intended or emergent as well as the process of identification of affordances. The paper's development of affordances serves as a lens for future research into the relationality of humans and technologies.
In "Theory-Data Maps: A Meta-Model and Methods for Inferring and Visualizing Relationships between Causal Theories and Empirical Evidences," Roland Mueller proposes a meta-model for properly linking empirical findings to formal descriptions of causal theories. The paper outlines a new Theory-Data Maps approach to visualization of theory relationships. . As the behavioral disciplines descend further into a state of information overload, Mueller's work lights a path forward, and the paper was nominated for the best paper award.
In "Developing a Shared Taxonomy of Workaround Behaviors for the Information Systems Field," Eruani Zainuddin and Sandy Staples develop a taxonomy of workaround behaviors. This taxonomy has implications for future construct boundaries, clarification and measurement. The methodological application may also prove helpful to future taxonomy efforts across the IS discipline.
The expert panel discussion takes the form of a debate between two positions: 1) theory research as currently constituted to explain phenomenon and find "truths" is appropriate as the focus for IS research; 2.) IS research should expand to include interventionist research that seeks to define and achieve specific consequences of interventions.
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